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Alumni Spotlight
Interview with 
Zizi Papacharissi ’91

Anatolia students support their school!

Our students have embraced the school’s mission of community support with great enthu-
siasm – and turned their sights inwards! Following a decision by the Student Council, our 
Gymnasio and Lykeio students have made a significant contribution by donating a por-
tion of the proceeds of the annual Christmas Bazaar to Anatolia’s extended Scholarship 
Program. An additional gift came from the Junior High School students, who donated the 
proceeds from their school activities over the past two years to the Program. Students also 
raised money for three new hallway benches. The students’ efforts were recognized with 
warm congratulations and thanks from their President, Dr. Panos Vlachos.

Alumna Zizi Papacharissi ’91 is 
professor and head of the Commu-
nication Department at the Uni-
versity of Illinois-Chicago. Her work 
focuses on the social and political 
consequences of online media. The 
author of a multitude of books, jour-
nal articles, and reviews, she serves 
on the editorial board of eleven 
journals. Her most recent book is 
titled “Affective Publics: Sentiment, 
Technology and Politics” (published 
by Oxford University Press). Her work 
has been translated into Greek, Chi-
nese, Korean, Hungarian, German, 
and Persian.

Did your years at Anatolia help prepare 
you for moving to America? 

Definitely! More than anything else, Ana-
tolia helped prepare us culturally for the 
changes we would encounter, whether here 
or anywhere else our lives took us.

What was the most useful course you 
were taught at Anatolia, and what mem-
ories do you still hold of those days?

Personally, I never liked to study very much. 
Although I excelled, I studied mostly just 
when we had exams, and I was always “read-
ing on my feet” or on the bus – that is, at the 
last moment! My natural instinct was (and 
is) to learn as much as possible during class 
time. I am a visual learner, and this helped 
tremendously, especially when the teacher 
was especially engaged. Thus I learned from 
my own teachers, how to teach by talking 
with my students and not to them. And of 
course, the activities at Anatolia – as a stu-
dent I worked on the school publications and 
forensics – which helped guide me finally 
into my own field today.

What changes can you observe, looking 
at the Anatolia of today?

Many changes! I graduated in 1991, and 
even then Anatolia was known for a progres-
sive approach to education. Today, the school 
has far surpassed the rest of our schools, both 
those found in Greece as well as abroad. The 
campus, the level of teaching, the activities, 
and above all, the freedom of thought which 
characterizes all stages of the educational en-
vironment – all these transform Anatolia from 
a teaching institution into a real community.

And it’s not only what has changed at Ana-
tolia, but what we wish to change about the 

school, that is, how our generation can leave 
an imprint as others have in the past. We owe 
this as graduates, to support our school in 
a creative, multi-dimensional and inspiring 
way, both those of us who are local as well as 
who reside elsewhere.

One way to do so this is through giving, 
and development programs – which is not so 
widely accepted in Greece but is a way of life 
outside our country. Schools, and universities 
as well, can’t survive solely on the basis of 
their tuition; they all depend upon the gen-
erosity of their graduates whose recognition 
of what they gained spurs them to give back. 
Anatolia has always been ahead of its time, 
and really defined the meaning of modern 
education in Greece, by constantly offering 
new, and more inspiring, experiences. It is 

our responsibility, as alumnae, to support our 
school in the most imaginative ways we can, 
so new generations can benefit in the way 
we have from this inspiring institution.

You have lived in the USA for many years 
now. What elements of American culture 
have you embraced and what parts of 
Greek culture have proven useful in your 
life there?

I had always wanted to go to the US for 
studies, and then to remain there to work, as 
I realized from a young age that there were 
many things which kept us, as a country be-
hind. We have, as Greeks, recently begun to 
acknowledge these things but have not yet 
begun to overcome them. In addition, my 
doctoral research topic – the cultural and 
political behavior on the internet – was quite 
innovative back in 2000, and there were few 
others who specialized in the field. This area 
was viewed with indifference by the Greek 
universities back then. I must say, however, 
that the US is no paradise either. There are 
many chances to succeed, but you must 
work very hard and be perpared for really 
harsh scrutiny. The working environment is 
friendly, although it often seems superficial. I 
have tried to mix the positive aspects of both 
my cultures – the Greek and the American 
– but this can sometimes be a difficult bal-
ancing act! Times are changing though, and 
many of us share this “one foot in each land” 
lifestyle - we live in one country and another, 
with one part of our hearts in one culture and 
one in another; we are, in effect, citizens of 
the world. But you know something – in this 
regard Social Media is a great tool for me to 
keep in touch with both sides of my ‘cultural 
identity.’
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